
You’re not alone…
We’re a last resort and first step to rebuilding life 
when events overcome you and you’re without a 
home.

We can accommodate you in an emergency, 
when addictions, life, stress, family or relationship 
breakdown leave you homeless and unemployed. 

Working together we can help you regain control 
over behaviour such as drug and alcohol addic-
tion, or an inability to cope with relationships and 
everyday situations.

We’ll help you pick up the pieces and rebuild your 
life, offering counselling, training and support in a 
non-judgmental environment to get you back on 
track and employed.

We’re a unique educational and therapeutic 
retreat – a refuge in a peaceful rural setting – run 
by professionals and others who have been where 
you are and have come through it.

Getting back on track may not be easy – but 
working together we can help you do it. 

So if you or someone you know wants to get 
more out of life when every day has become a 
challenge, contact us.

We’re here – 24 hours – at a place you can call 
home.

Emergency 
Accommodation 
and support to 

help you 
take back 

control of your 
life.

Free Phone:
0800 4 WISE GUYS

0800 494 734

W.I.S.E.G.U.Y.S. 
The support group for men and women

Accommodation: C4 Kowhai Lodge, 833 Kingseat 
Road, Kingseat, Franklin, South Auckland. 

Email: wiseguys@slingshot.co.nz 
24 hour phone numbers: 

0800 4 WISE GUYS
0800 494 734



We were established because there are few if any 
support services available for vulnerable men in 

New Zealand. 

Just as women sometimes need support to effect 
behaviour change, recover from trauma, rebuild lives 
and achieve peace, so too do men. We work together 
to help achieve personal goals. 

At our refuge at Kingseat, South Auckland, we 
offer one-on-one, group counselling, and life 

skills training as well as emergency accommodation. 
But life is also about living and being independent. 
That’s why we have activities such as boating, fishing, 
gardening, handyman and social events - that make 
life start to become normal again. When you decide 
you want to leave us and return to the community, 
we also have support groups in various Auckland 
suburbs.

ABOUT WISE GUYS

OUR PEOPLE
Stephan John, Clinical Director 
/Founder of WISEGUYS and co-
founder of the Wise Community 
Housing Project is a qualified 
facilitator, counsellor, researcher 
and author of various 
psycho-educational training 

programmes. He works with men from many 
walks of life including the homeless, prisoners and 
juvenile delinquents. 

A counsellor in private practice, specialising in 
grief and loss as well as trauma and abuse, he is 
also a former Salvation Army Community worker 
and staff counsellor and a men’s rights activist. He 
works with agencies and the wider community on 
issues of homelessness and working with men in a 
therapeutic way.

Brent Milesi, Dip Violence 
and Trauma Studies, Managing 
Director / Financial Controller 
and co-founder of the Wise 
Community Housing Project. 
Brent is usually your first 
contact when you call our 
emergency line. As well as 

working with professional agencies he is also the 
skipper of our Big Fish boat. And he lives at our 
Kingseat Therapeutic Retreat.

Mark Chapman, House 
Father, lives on site and in 
charge of daily management 
and WINZ liaison. Has 
extensive knowledge and 
firsthand experience of 
residential alcohol and drug 

rehab programmes. He is supported by trained 
facilitators/peer support workers.

PEOPLE LIKE YOU REGAINING THEIR LIVES


